
Renée Gilbey
Writer / Producer / Project Leader

Summary                                                                                                                                  

Writer and Producer with a focus on social, health and development issues. Fifteen years of 

effective message design, writing, management, production, budgeting, and scheduling of 

commissioned programs and cross-media campaigns, serving clients working in international 

development. Commitment to quality and ethical production values; well-organized and thorough 

logistical and creative preparation.

Professional Experience                                                                                                         

Freelance Producer/ Editor                                                                                  October 2013 - Present
Guelph, Ontario 

Productions:

• Jessica Steinhauser, Kachelofen Maker. Profile for web. On-line January, 2014.

• Andrew and Dean Go Running. Independent documentary short on Andrew Bloomfield, a 

middle-aged autistic man learning to run with the help of a marathon runner. In production. 

Writer/Producer                                                                                            July 2009 - June 2013
Storyline Media

Gaborone, Botswana 

• Creator and Head Writer for a green-lighted 26-episode family television drama series, Lebo

& Co., for national broadcaster Botswana Television (Btv), about a new Motswana woman 

entrepreneur in the tourism sector; with stories on business, conservation, HIV and health. 

• Wrote 16 of the teleplays planned for production. 

• Led a small team of new writers through training, research and writing of their first 

professional teleplays.

• Co-designed a training-with-production project proposal, planned to result in Botswana's 

first professional television production crew. 

Selected teleplays written by Renée Gilbey: 

• Lebo Takes the Plunge (double episode) — Should Lebo leave her job and invest her life's 

savings in a new business? Some of her family members say, “No way!” 

• Partners — In their first week as business partners Lebo and Phenyo discover they are 

complete opposites and drive each other crazy. Will this pull them apart or can they find 

strength in their differences?

• The Cleaner — Lebo receives an offer of a favour from a business colleague, in exchange for 

giving his niece a job at her camp.
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• Survival of the Fittest — Wild Wilde Tours poaches Lebo's guests. Can Lebo step outside of 

her comfort zone and learn to compete to win them back?

• No Such Thing as Business Ethics — Lebo enters a competitive tender and finds out everyone

is cheating. 

• Ruthless — Profits are weak and Lebo's uncle, a successful businessman, tells Lebo she is a 

pushover who gives too much to staff and guests. Can Lebo increase profits by getting 

tough? Should she do so?

Writer/Producer/Founding Partner                        June 1996 - July 2009
Dipolelo Video Arts 

Gaborone, Botswana 

Serving government departments, local and international non-governmental development agencies,

corporate clients, and grass-roots organizations, developed effective communications based on 

client and audience needs. Work demonstrates conceptual, writing and producing skills in a range 

of genres and formats including VNRs and PSAs, journalistic and creative documentaries, 

educational programs, magazine segments and educational drama. 

• Researched, wrote and produced short- and long-form productions from concept to 

completion, covering a range of development topics

• Co-designed tone, style and approach for screen-based media

• Conducted pre-interviews and on-camera interviews with large number of subjects, 

including numerous specialists in their field

• Field-produced all projects

• Completed off-line edits for all projects

• Wrote competitive tender documents

• Designed and managed budgets and schedules

Selected Productions and Projects:

• TDF2 HIV Prevention Study. Two cross-media public information and advertising 

campaigns, in Setswana and English, to inform the public and recruit volunteers to a clinical 

trial of a potential HIV prophylaxis. Focus groups were conducted with groups of young 

Batswana to test concepts for radio, print and television materials. 

Client: United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 2005 - 2008.

• Dula Sentle. Outreach and television broadcast. A documentary short: Children are 

rehabilitated through self-expression, through music; 9 min. 

Client: Pro bono production for Dula Sentle Orphan Day Care Center. 2004.

• The Power of Partnership, Series 1 & 2. TV Magazine/Current Affairs. Corporate 

communications web and DVD distribution. Two series of shorts covering nine ACHAP 

projects, including: Blood: The country’s blood supply gets a boost through a project to 

recruit young blood donors; Preceptors: International HIV specialists share skills with local 

doctors and primary hospital staff; Masa/New Dawn: It takes more than pills to establish 

Botswana’s national ARV (anti-retroviral) program.

Client: African Comprehensive HIV/AIDS Partnerships  2003 - 2004.
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• Tourism Works for Botswana. National education campaign and television broadcast, in 

Setswana, to raise awareness and inspire citizen participation in the tourism sector. Four 10- 

to 16-min. programs. Television documentary style. 1. How it Works: Tourists bring money to 

Botswana; but where does the money go? 2. Journey Through Tourism: A tourist for a day, 

our host tries traditional food, sees historic sites, and scales a cliff. 3. The Entrepreneurs: 

What it takes to make it in the tourism industry. 4. Tourism and the Environment Work 

Together. 

Client: Department of Tourism, Government of Botswana, 2002.

• Co-designed and delivered four five-week assessment and production training courses 

contracted by the national broadcaster, Botswana Television (Btv), leading up to its launch in

2000, to select suitable candidates to hire for permanent positions. 

Client: Department of Information and Broadcasting, Government of Botswana, 1999.

Assistant Trainer/Studio Manager                                                                     Sept 1994 - June 1996
World University Service of Canada

Gaborone, Botswana

Volunteer assigned to a local NGO, Dilomakwati Media Arts Centre. A project to teach single-camera

documentary field production to NGO staff, and offer courses to the wider community. Participants 

became some of the first Batswana to study film abroad. 

• Scheduled and managed training activities

• Co-designed training exercises and tests

• Created a library of books and documentaries from a Canadian grant

Education and Professional Development                                                                                     

• Corey Mandell's Professional Screenwriting Workshop, Current

• Master Class with Alan Zweig, Documentary Organization of Canada, November 2013

• York University, courses towards Humanities BA. 1992 to 1994

• Ontario College of Art and Design. Experimental Arts. 1989 to 1992

Memberships, Awards and Volunteering                                                                                      

• Volunteer Site Coordinator, Guelph Jazz Festival, 2013

• Juror, 2012 Rockies, Banff World Media Festival

• Silver and Bronze Telly Awards for Tourism Works for Botswana series

• Memberships: 

– Women in Film and Television (WIFT)

– Documentary Association of Canada (DOC)
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